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DESCRIPTORS- ♦LAMOUAOE TESTSt ♦STUDENT PLACEMENTi ASTUDENT 
TESTlNOt ASTATlSTtCAL DATAt ATEST RESULTSi COLLEOE 
PREPARATION. FRENCH. SPANISH. OERMAN. LATIN. LANGUAGE 
ENROLLMENT. NLA PROFICIENCY TESTS. UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON. 

THIS REPORT. BASED ON TESTS GIVEN TO HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 
IN THE SPRING. 1907, DESCRIBES THE SLIGHT CHANGES MADE IN 
TESTING PROCEDURES AND GIVES TEST AND PLACEMENT RESULTS FOR 
t,040 STUDENTS IN FRENCH, OERMAN, SPANISH, AND LATIN. 
TENTATIVE PLACEMENT IN FRENCH. GERMAN, AND SPANISH WAS BASED 
ON SCORES OBTAINED ON MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION READING AND 
LISTENING COMPREHENSION TESTS. AND ADJUSTMENT TO FINAL 
PLACEMENT MADE BY MEANS OF DEPARTMENTAL GRAMMAR TESTS. FOR 
OERMAN. THIS ADJUSTMENT RESULTED IN A HIGH PERCENTAGE OF 
L STUDENTS BEING SET BACK ONE COURSE. FOR LATIN STUDENTS THE 
^ COLLEGE ENTRANCE EXAMINATION BOARD TEST WAS REPLACED BY THE 
EDUCATIONAL TESTING SERVICE TEST. ALL THE TEST RESULTS ARE 
PRESENTED IN 95 TABLES GIVING PERCENTILE NORMS. MEANS. 
STANDARD DEVIATIONS. AND TENTATIVE AND FINAL COURSE 
PLACEMENTS ARRANGED ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER OF YEARS OF HIGH 
I SCHOOL STUDY AND THE LENGTH OF TIME SINCE HIGH SCHOOL STUDY. 

^ SEE FL ODD 721 FOR A COMPANION DOCUMENT. (RW) 
















CM 

r\l 

rv 



Ui 



a 

o 

o 



U. 




Sureau of Teatiiig 
Ibilversity of WasMtigtoii 
Deeeaiber 1967 

Foreign Tengoagft P lacenaa t ^ Autum Quarter^ 1967 

Gary BeanblosBcn 

• - -*1^ 

imrliig Autuna Quarter I967 ^^-Peraon Begiatration 2,650 atudettta were : 









tested In french (99<»), Qfenish (795)> Oensn ($17), I*tln (<i00), and 
(h)< 9he aethods of placing students In Vtaiversity courses sere essentleUy 

■> 

■ -.7 

thoae uaed the previoua year. A aiajor ehazige involved the elladnation of 
^ zum-eredlt iplaceinentai all atudenta now receive esredit for all eouraea, lire* 
apective of high achool preparaticQ. Sxi certain Inatancea atudenta piadng 
auffieiently hic^ in the aeqjuence of couraea are given credit for loner level 
couraea* 

Suring the apring of 1967 a total of 2,862 high achool aeaioM vere teated 
in french, Qpeniah, Oeraan, and Xetln* Of theae, 906 aubaeqjuantly entered the 
thiiveraity in the fall* fitudenta having tharee or nore yeara of high achool 
liingiiage atudy were adniniatered the MB veraion of the MIA reading„and 1 1 atening 
t^a in french, Qpeniah, and Genoan* llhoaejiimi lean then three yeara of Ian* 
guage atudy were adniniatered the LB veraion* for the first tine Latin atudenta 
were tested with the SIS Cooperative Teat; teata neaauring reading congprehenaion, 
voeahulaxy , , and graBmar were given* like the other lenguegea, advanced atudenta 
took the MB form and intemediatea the £B forn* A new Bepartaantal Geman 
Grcucnar Test was used and the l)epartnentel French Grakiaar Teat was reduced in 
length hy neana of an item analysis in an effort to shorten testing tina* 
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Since different form of the HLa vere utilized in the spring testing^ 
converted scores, iihich provide a aieans of eqioating scores on the tso foms, 
vere reported to advisors* Form L vas used exclusively in qparter testing* 

It should he emphasized that, for the most pa:^, data reported here pertain 
only to the gparter testing population* Students tested during the spring, 
vho entered the University in th*i fall, are a decidedly superior group as 
reflected in their more extensive high school preparation* Spring students 
vere also less likely to have experienced a delay in their language studies; 
a large proportion, in fact, vere taking a language course idien the placement 
tests vere given* 

A brief description of placement procedures for each language follows: 

40 

I* French 

Ihree tests are involved in French placement* A tentative placement is 
determined by performances on the MIA reading and listening tests* This Is 
converted to a final placement by interpretation of the results of the depart- 
mental grammar test* 

The reading and listening rav score intearvals established for 1966-67 were 
translated into converted score intervals in order to place students who par- 
tl.cipated in the spring testing and took the MB form* The graimaar test was 
reduced from 200 items to II6 items and testing time shortened to minutes* 
Efforts vere mde to establish cutting ]points appropriate to the shortened form 
through the use of percentile comparisons* Tentative placements can be adjusted 
in eilher direction through an evaluation of the gramnar score, i*e«j high 
grammar achievements result in higher final jdaesments and low grmmmr achieve- 
ments result in lower final placements. Ih a large percentage of cases the 
tentative and final j^lacements vere one and the seme* These rules are shown in 
Table 18* 
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II* Oeintaa 

Gexnaan placement also involves a two-stage process* Ihe ISA reading and 
listening tests are used to detexnine tentative placements* These i^Lacements 
are then adjusted by reference to scores on the depefftmentad. g r am m a r test* 

As with french^ reading and listening rav score intervals established for 

* 

19^*^7 vere translated into converted scores in order to place students par** 
ticipating in spring testing who took the MB fom* 

The German depeortment constructed a new gramoar test with two fonns^ L and 
M^ consisting of 6o multiple-choice items with a time limit of 20 minutes* 

Bach item consists of a German sentence containing a blank* student must 
select the word or phrase below the sentence which completes the item most 
sensibly and correctly* Both forms were pretested on students enrolled in 
German courses during the past academic year and converted scores for each 
form w&re established through the use of regression techniq)Lies* The M form 
was used during fall quarter testing, tho ugd ^ the L form currently is being used* 
Grammar scores were used either to reaffirm tentative placements or to 
lower them by one course « The cutting scores for making these decisions were 
arrived at through performances of students enrolled in German courses 
Spring Quarter 1967* However, this resulted in a very high percentage of 
students being dropped badt one course from their tentative placements, par- 
ticularly from 102 to 1X)1* In certain cases the German department used its 
own discretion in moving students forward vho obviously were placed too low* 
Additional testing of students in German courses may be necessary to evaluate 
more appropriate cutting scores for Hie graamar test* 
m* latin 

The BTS Cooperative Latin Test, Form L, replaced the CBBB, Foxm KPU, 

’iMch had been given since 1963* Ihe jpresent test consists of three separately 
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timid and seorad parts measuring skills in reading^ voealsulary^ and graanar* 

She rav score for each part can he translated into a converted score hy means 
of tables stqpplied by the test publisher* Share is also a total converted 
score* Statistical data have been tabulated for all four converted scores, 
but only the total converted score is used in placement (see SSble 2$)* 

A brief description of the three sections of the Cooperative latin SSst 
follows: 

She reading section is made up of 2^ items with 1^ minutes vorkizig tlane 
provided* She subject is asked to select a word or phrase from among five 
alternatives which best completes a Latin sentence so that it makes a reason- 
able statement or, is some instances, gives a reasonable answer to a Latin 
qjoestim* Several items reg]uire a Latin passage to be read prior to selecting 
the alternative which correctly completes the statement* 

Ihe vocabulary section is 50 items long with ten minutes allowed for 
completion* tEhe examinee is presented a Latin word or phrase with idileh he 

or 3phrase from a set of five choices* 

!Ehe grammar section consists of a series of Snglish sentences followed 
by incomplete Latin tranalationa* l!he examinee la re<iaired to complete the 
Latin sentences by choosing the correct word or phrase from among five possibi- 
lities listed below the sentence* This section contains 31 items and is timed 
for 13 minutes* 

XV* Spanieh 

Ho dianges were made in Spanish placement from the previous year, except 
that, like the other MIA tests, reading and listening raw score intervals were 
changed to converted score intervals to facilitate placeiDent of atudente ta king 
the MB form idzo were tested in the spring* Bpaniah placemant is solely deter- 
mined by reading and listening test scores* 
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V« Explanation of the Tables 

Tasting xesults are sunsnarlzed In the following 25 tables* Tables 1 
throned 12 contain percentile data for all tests administered In French^ 
Spanish, German, and Latin* These statistics pertain only to students partici- 
pating in quarter testing* The normative data are categorized in terms of 
number of years of high school study and length of time since last hi£^ 
school study* The tables not only provide comparisons of achievement for 
students possessing varying degrees of high school language study as well as 
conpaxlsons of achievement measured by the length of the delay since die 
previous period of formal Instruction, but comparisons of various ccxnblnatlons 
of the factors as well* 

The numbers in the body of each table represent scores corresponding to 
various percentiles located at the extreme left and right hand margins of 
the table* The percentile indicates the percentage of individuals with scores 
eqiml to or lower than a specified score in the body of the table* Below 
each column In the table is a box containing a number* These numbers are 
frequencies rather than score values, with each number corresponding to the 
number of students categorized in the column directly above the box* Since 
the data were computed for all categories In idilch as few as 50 observations 
were available, one should be cautious In lnter]^etlng sene of the results* 
Extreme percentile scores are especially likely to be sidiject to distortion* 
Hence those results which appear wholly inconsistent with the remaining data 
are primarily a function of the limited number of observations in certain 
categories* 

Tables 15 throu^ 16 present means and standard deviations for the 12 
test scores and are similarly categorized in terms of number of years of 
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lilCth school study and length of delay. Toward the bottom of each table 
certain miscellaneous categories are included such as individuals with an 
odd nimiber of high school semesters of foreign language study^ those with 
some college study in a foreign language, as well as those without previous 
formal instruction in the foreign language in which they were tested. These 
residual groups were not included in the nozmative data nor in the subseg^ent 
tables describing the actual placement. 

Table 17 is coooigprised of four blocks of 49 cells. Each block corresponds 
to a specified number of years of high school study in French. Each cell 
denotes a cood>ination of interval scores on the French reading and listening 
tests and is lettered. The letter for a given cell is the tentative place- 
ment category that this particular combination of reading and listening scores 
yields. Each cell also has a pair of numbers. The number located in the left 
half of each cell represents the number of students (obtaining that combina- 
tion of interval scores) who have had some high school foreign l a n g u ag e 
instruction within the past year. The number in the ric^t half refers to the 
total number having no high school foreign language instruction within the 
past year. 

TSble l6 cross-classifies the lettered tentative placeoient categories 
with grsBinar score intervals to obtedn the final course placements found in 
each cell. Students having various lengths of delay falling in each of the 
cells are shown as before in Table I7# Tables 20 and 21 CvStegorise the ten- 
tative and actual placements, respectively, of German examinees in much the 
same way as Tables 17 and 18 do for French. Here^ however, tentative place- 
ment is denoted by the course number rather than a lettered category. Spanish 
placement data are found in Table 19. 



Tables 22, 23^ and 2k tabulate the percentages of students assigned to 
each course for French, Spanish, and German, broken down by years of hi£^ 
school study and length of delay* These three tables also include spring 
data, unlike the other 22 tables* Table 23 displays Latin pletcement idilch 
was devised by the Classics department* N's and percentages for each 
placement category axe shown for the qiuarter testing population* 



LIS7 OF Tmss 

Percentile noxms coauparlD^ converted scores on the French Rea ding 
Otest ( mea. Form LB) for examinees tested during gjiarter testing^ 
Autvana 1967 , categorized by number of years of high school French 
and length of time since last high school study in French 

Percentile norms ccaagparing converged scores on the French Listening 
Test Form LB) for exaiiiinees tested during qjiarter testing^ 

Autumn 3-967. categorised by number of yeors of high school French 
and length of time since .hist high school study in Frendh 

Percentile norms comparing raw scores on the Frenc h Departmental 
Gramavaj Test (ll,6 items) for eramii-eec tested during tjuarter 
testing^ Autumn 196?^ categorised by nimabcr of years of hi g h sc^iool 
Fror.ch and length of time since last high school study in French 

Percentile norms occurring converted scores on the Spani sh Readin g 
Test ( MLA> Form LB) for examinees tested during qjuarter testing^ 

Autumn 1967> categorized by nuiber of years of high school Spanish 
and length of time since last high school study 2n Span ish 

Percentile norms comparing converted scores on the Spanish Idstanihg 
Tost (MA, Form LB) for examinees tested during qjuarter testing^ 
Autumn I 967 , categorized by number of years of high school Spanish 
and length of time since last high school study in Spanish 

I^rcentile norms comparing conveirted scores on the German R eading 
Test ( MLA> Form LB) for examinees tested during q]ua3Pter testing^ 

Autumn 1967 ^ categorized by number of years of high school German 
and length of time since last high school study In Geinan 

Percentile norms comparing converted scores on the German listening 
Test ( MEAi Form IB) for examinees tested d urin g qiuarter testing^ 

Autumn 1967> categorized by number of years of high school German 
and length of time since last high school study in German 

Percentile norms co?;:par;lng converted scores on the German Department^ 
Grafftnyfev Test (F orm iCi) for examinees tested during quarter testing^ 
Autumn 3-9^7 categorized by number of years of high school German and 
length of since 3.ast high school study in German 

Percentile norms cois^aring converted scores on the RTS Cooperative 
Latin Test (Pen;;t X, Beading) > Form L, for examinees tested during 
quarter testing, Autuaai 19^7^ categorized by number of years of 
hifi^ school Latin and length of time since last high school study 
in Latin 
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Percentile nozins eosoparing conyerted scores on the ETS riooperative 
Latin (ITest (Part Vocahulary) , Foxm L. for examinees tested 

duri^ qiuarter testing^ Autumn 196?> categorized hy number of years 
of hifi^ school Latin and length of time since last hi£^ school study 
in Latin 
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Percentile norms comparing converted scores on the ETS Cooperative 
Latin Test (Part Granmar), Form L» for examinees tested 

during quarter testing. Autumn 1967^ categorized by number of years 
of hi^ school Latin and length of tjime since last hi£^ school study 
in Latin 
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Percentile norms comparing converted scores on the ETS Cooperative 
Le.tin Test (Total Score) , Foxm L« for examinees tested during 
q)uarter testing. Autumn 1967^ categorized by number of years of high 
school Latin and length of time since last high school study in 
Latin 
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Means, standard deviations, and group sizes of French foreign 
language examinees tested during quarter testing. Autumn 19^7^ 
categorized by number of years of hi^ school FXench and length 
of time since last hi£^ school study in French 


15 




Means, standard deviations, and group sizes of Spanish foreign 
language examinees tested during quarter testing. Autumn 
categorized by number of years of hl^ school Spanish and length 
of time since last hi£^ school study in Spanish 
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Means, standard deviations, and group sizes of German foreign 
language examinees tested during quarter testing. Autumn 1967> 
categorized by nusiber of years of high school German and length 
of time since last hied^ school study in German 
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Means, standard deviations, and group sizes of Latin foreign 
language examinees tested during quarter testing. Autumn 1^7^ 
categorized by number of yeaurs of hi^ school Latin and lengte 
of time since last high school study in Latin 
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Tentative placement of French examinees (indicated by letter 
categories) by number of years of hl.gh school French and length 
of delay, qiiarter testing. Autumn 19^7 
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Course placement of French examinees by number of years of high 
school French and length of delay, quarter testing, Autumn 1967 
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Course placement of Spanish examinees hy number of years of high 
school Spanish and length of delay, quarter testing. Autumn I967 


19 




Tentative course placement of German examinees by number of years 
of hi^ school German and length of delay, quarter testing. 
Autumn 1967 
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Course placeiaeiiLt of Geaaaan examinees "by number of years of 
school Gemnan and length of delay, qjiarter testing, Awtunn 19 oT 

Percentages of French examinees initiedly assigned to each course 
level liy number of years of high school French and length of delay. 
Autumn Quarter 1967 

Percentages of Spanish examinees initially assigned to each course 
level by number of years of high school Spanish and length of 
delay. Autumn Quarter 19^7 

Percentages of Geiman examinees initially assigned to each course 
level by number of years of high school German and length of 
delay, Auttnan Quarter 1967 

Course placement of Latin examinees tested during quarter testing, 
Autumn 1967 
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'tFercentile noxias vere not conoputed for categories containing fever than 50 cases 




♦Percentile noras were not consputed for categories containing fewer than 30 cases 
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jqpercenttle norms were not computed for categories containing fewer than 50 cases. 




♦Percentile norma eere not cooipirted for e&tegorlea containing fewer than 50 caaea 
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Course pleceawat of latto exanlnees tested during quarter testing, Autun 1967 (H°* 997 ) 
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